The heart and conduit vessels in hypertension.
The heart and conduit vessels, integral components of a pulsatile pumping system, undergo complex adaptive and degenerative changes in response to the increased load of hypertension. Over the last two decades, great technological strides have been made with regards to further discovering the role of the heart and conduit vessels in hypertension. This article reviews the adaptation of the heart and vessels to hypertension, the clinical implications of these structural and functional changes, and the effects of therapy on cardiovascular function.